
Commercial
Applicant pays full 
or partial filing fees 

to LDS

LDS reviews 
application

Applicant pays 
grading plan 
review fee (if 
applicable)

Applicant gets 
preliminary 

approval from 
DPZ for land use

Applicant pays 
balance of filing 
fees, and fixture 

unit fees, if 
required

LDS approves 
application and 

structural plans, verifies 
site-related plan is 

approved, issues site 
and building permit

Residential

Applicant submits 
building permit 

application, structural 
and site-related 

plans. LDS verifies 
contractor licensing

Applicants pays 
full or partial filing 

fees to LDS

Applicant pays 
balance of filing 

fees

Trade permits 
issued individually

County agencies 
review application 

and plans

Applicant submits 
application for 

trade permits, if 
required

County agencies 
review application

Applicant submits 
application for 

trade permits, if 
required

Trade permits 
issued individually

Commercial/
residential 
inspections 
performed

Final inspection for 
existing structures 
and/or use permit 

issued

Applicant submits 
building permit 

application and all 
plans. LDS verifies 
contractor licensing

Building Permits & 
Inspections Process 

Complete

Applicant 
enters 

construction 
process

Building inspection
Electrical inspection
Plumbing inspection
Mechanical inspection
Health inspection
Public utilities inspection
Urban Forestry inspection
EFID (projects with site-related plan)

Electrical permit
Mechanical permit
Plumbing permit

DPZ
LDS
Wastewater Monitoring
Health Department
Fire Marshal’s Office

Structural plans
Mechanical plans
Electrical plans
Plumbing plans
Architectural plans
Site-related plans

DPZ
LDS
Health Department
Wastewater Monitoring

Begin Building 
Permit process

Length of time to complete Building Permit Review  process:*
- Commercial construction: 8-10 weeks
- Residential construction: 4-5 weeks
- Tenant layouts: 7-9 weeks
- Retaining walls and similar structures: 3 weeks.

* Building Plan Review times for residential and commercial plans submitted under 
the Expedited Building Plan Review Program are guaranteed to be half of the total 
times noted above.

Key
DPZ: Department of Planning and Zoning
EFID: Environmental and Facilities Inspections Division
ESI: Environmental and Site Inspections
ESRD: Environmental and Site Review Division
LDS: Land Development Services

Electrical permit
Mechanical permit
Plumbing permit

Building Permits and Inspections Process

Fairfax County, Virginia - October 2011


